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TO: Board of County Commissioners 
 
DATE: October 12, 2022 
 
DEPARTMENT: County Administration  
 
PRESENTED BY: Dena Dawson, County Clerk 
   
AGENDA ITEM TITLE: In the matter of appointing two pools of board members who may 

be selected by the County Clerk to sit on the Board of Property 
Tax Appeals. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I.  MOTION:  To fill 2 pools of board members for the Board of Property Tax Appeals 
 
 
BOARD MEMBER TERM EXPIRES: 
 
Chair Pool 
Pool of non-office holding resident Members representing the County Governing Body: 
 
Neal Forrester          6-30-23 
Bruce Mackey          6-30-23 
Michael Ponichtera         6-30-23 
Christian Wihtol         6-30-23 
 
 
Member Pool 
Pool of non-office holding resident Members: 
 
Neal Forrester          6-30-23 
Bruce Mackey          6-30-23 
Michael Ponichtera         6-30-23 
Christian Wihtol         6-30-23 
 
TOTAL POOLS:                                                                                                                 2 

   
NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED:       4  
 
 
ADVERTISING PERIOD:                     09/01/2022 – 09/26/202 
 
REPRESENTATIVE GROUP MANDATED:             YES 
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II.  DISCUSSION 
 

A. Agenda Item Summary 
 
The Board of Property Tax Appeals is responsible for hearing taxpayer petitions for the 
reduction of the assessed value or specially assessed value of property as of January 1 or as 
determined under ORS 308.146 (6)(a) or 308.428; the reduction of real market value of property 
as of January 1 or as determined under ORS 308.146 (6)(a) or 308.428; the reduction of 
maximum assessed value of property as of January 1 or as determined under ORS 308.146 (5)(a) 
and 308.428; and corrections to value made under ORS 311.208.  The board considers 
applications to waive liability for all or a portion of the penalty imposed under ORS 308.295 or 
308.296. 
 
The Board of Property Tax Appeals shall consist of those persons selected by the County Clerk 
from the pool of board members appointed under ORS 309.067.  The board shall consist of one 
member of the pool described in ORS 309.067 (1) (a) and two members of the pool described in 
ORS 309.067 (1) (b).  The term of each member begins on the date of appointment, and shall end 
on June 30 following appointment or when the member resigns or is replaced.  Any non-office 
holding Lane County resident appointed to the pool may serve on any board as needed for the 
efficient conduct of business.  All persons appointed as members of a pool must complete 
training as required and approved by the Department of Revenue for the term of appointment.  
Members shall be compensated for their expenses in the manner provided in ORS 309.022 (2).  
The per diem rate is $15.00 per hour.  Each board shall consist of one chair and two other 
members selected from the appointed pools by the County Clerk. 
 

 Pursuant to ORS 309.067 (5), the Lane County Board of Commissioners shall appoint two pools 
of board members who may be selected by the County Clerk to sit on the Board of Property Tax 
Appeals.  The County Clerk may select additional boards, if necessary, for the efficient conduct 
of business.  Each board shall consist of one non-office holding resident member of the pool 
described in ORS 309.067 (1) (a) representing the Board of Commissioners, and two members of 
the pool described in ORS 309.067 (1) (b), representing non-office holding residents of Lane 
County who are not employees of the county or of any taxing district within the county. 

 
The following recommendation is forwarded to the Board of Commissioners for Board action. 
 

B.  Health Implications 
 
The Board of Property Tax Appeals will follow all COVID-19 protocols required at the 
time trainings and hearings are conducted. 
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Recommendations 
 
Recommended appointees to the Member pool; a pool of non-office holding resident Members 
and the Chair pool representing the governing body: 
 
 
Neal Forrester – Chair and Member pools 
Mr. Forrester served in the member pool of the 2011 Board of Property Tax Appeals and in the 
chairperson pool from 2012 through 2022.  Mr. Forrester worked as a Forest Land Management 
Planner and Environmental Coordinator for the US Forest Service for 35 years.  In this capacity, 
he oversaw appeals of Willamette National Forest management actions.  In addition, he sat on 
regional appeal review committees reviewing appeals of projects in Washington and Oregon.  He 
has served on committees for the Springfield Utility Board and the Springfield School District.  
Mr. Forrester has lived in Lane County for 35 years. 
 
 
Bruce Mackey - Chair and Member pools 
Mr. Mackey served on the Board of Property Tax Appeals in the member pool from 2015 
through 2018 and in the chair pool from 2019 through 2022.  He has worked in the financial 
services industry.  He has served on the Board of Directors of the Oregon Veterinary Medical 
Association, the Nature Conservancy, and as youth sports referee for more than 20 years.  Mr. 
Mackey is currently serving as the President of the Springfield Rotary.  He has lived in Lane 
County for 29 years. 
 
Michael Ponichtera - Chair and Member pools 
Mr. Ponichtera served on the Board of Property Tax Appeals member pool in 2013 and 2014 and 
on the chairperson pool from 2015 to 2022. Mr. Ponichtera worked for Lane County from 1976-
2004.  For the last fourteen years he worked as a Sales Data Analyst in the Lane County 
Assessor’s office responsible for updating the real market value of all properties not physically 
reappraised.  He holds a degree in Real Estate Management and during his career passed the 
exam to become a certified appraiser.  He currently serves on the Long Range Planning 
committee and as the treasurer for the Board of Directors of the Academy of Arts and 
Academics.  Mr. Ponichtera has lived in Lane County for 46 years. 
 
Christian Wihtol – Chair and Member pools 
Mr. Wihtol served on the Board of Property Tax Appeals in the member pool in 2018 and the 
chair pool in 2019 – 2022.  He worked for 28 years as an editor at The Register-Guard with a 
focus on real estate, planning and development, taxes and related issues.  He has served as 
chairperson of The Register-Guard Federal Credit Union and as a board member of the nonprofit 
Great Days Early Education Center in Cottage Grove.  Mr. Wihtol is currently a member of the 
Lane County Planning Commission.  Mr. Wihtol has lived in Lane County for 32 years. 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY TAX APPEALS SELECTION CRITERIA 
 
Qualification attributes are ranked as follows: 
 
 
1. Prior service on the Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
 
2. Professional appraisal background and experience. 
 
3. Real Estate background and experience. 
 
4. Related experience in the fields of law, finance, and/or accounting. 
 
5. Prior satisfactory service on a public advisory body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Required: 
 
Appointees to the Board of Property Tax Appeal must be non-office holding residents of Lane 
County. 
 
Availability and commitment to meet as required to conduct business including working 40 hour 
weeks during the period of February 1 through April 15. 
 
Availability and commitment to attend training as arranged. 
 
 
 
Optional: 
 
Completion of a satisfactory interview before staff or appointed body. 
 
III. ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Board rosters for previous two years. 
2. Qualification matrix. 
3. Board member applications 
4. BCC Order 
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Attachment 1:  Board Rosters for previous two years. 
 
Board of Property Tax Appeals Roster 2021-2022 
Chair and Member Pool 
Neal Forrester 
Bruce Mackey 
Mike Ponichtera 
Christian Wihtol 
 
Board of Property Tax Appeals Roster 2020-2021 
Chair and Member Pool 
Vickie Barnts 
Neal Forrester 
Bruce Mackey 
Nancy Nichols 
Mike Ponichtera 
Christian Wihtol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 2:  Qualification Matrix 
 

 Professional Other  Professional Other Professional  Prior    

 Real Estate 
Real 

Estate Appraisal  Appraisal Finance  Public Prior Prior Comm 
Applicant Experience Experience Experience Experience Experience Service BoPTA Chair District 
Forrester, 
Neal No Yes No No No Yes Yes Yes 2 
Mackey, 
Bruce No No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes 5 
Ponichtera, 
Michael No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 5 
Wihtol, 
Christian No Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes 5 
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BOARD OF PROPERTY TAX APPEALS  

APPLICATION

1. Give a brief description of the experience or training that qualifies you for membership on this advisory committee (If
you wish, you may attach a resume or other pertinent material.)

2. Why do you want to become a member of this committee, and what specific contributions do you hope to make?

3. List the community concerns related to this committee that you would like to see addressed if you are appointed.

4. Briefly describe your present or past involvement in relevant community groups. (Having no previous involvement
will not disqualify you for appointment.)

5. Lane County is committed to reflecting diverse cultures on its boards/committees and does not discriminate against
any person on the basis of gender, race, color, national origin, religion, disability, or age in employment or in
admission, treatment, or participation in its programs, services, and activities.  If selected, how would you contribute
to this effort?

6. Are you currently serving on any Advisory Boards or Committees?  If so, which ones?

7.

8. Describe your experience working in a hearings or administrative review setting.

9. Are you employed by, have any business, contractual arrangements or family connections with programs having
contractual agreements with the County or that might be within the purview of the committe on which you are
seeking appointment?  �,f there is a change in your circumstances, please advise the staff for the committee within
�� days.�

10. How did you learn about this vacancy?  Newspaper   Word of mouth   Other:  

11. In which County Commissioner District do you reside? please check one:
 Unsure  West Lane County  Springfield  South Eugene  North Eugene  East Lane County 

APPLICANT'S NAME AND CITY: DATE: 

NAME OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PLEASE CHECK ONE: 
 New Applicant 
Application for Reappointment

Describe your experience with the valuation of real estate.
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BOARD OF PROPERTY TAX APPEALS 

APPLICATION
Please Print 

Name: ______________________________ _______________________________________ 
 (Last)     (First) 
Address: _________ _ __________________ __ 

(Street)     (City)    (Zip) 

Home Phone: _ ___________ How Long Have You Lived in Lane County? __ Years  __Months 

Occupation:  _____________________________ Place of Employment: __________________________________ 

Business Address:  ________________________ Business Phone: _______________ 

E-Mail Address: __________________________   Fax: _____________________ 

NOTE: Information in this box consisting of home addresses and phone numbers may be exempt from disclosure per ORS 192.502(3). 

OPTIONAL INFORMATION 
Lane County is required under state and federal guidelines to identify applicants by ethnicity, race, gender and age.  Supplying this 
information will also assist Lane County in evaluating its Diversity Implementation Plan to achieve more diversity on its advisory 
committees.  Providing this information will not adversely affect your opportunity to serve on this committee or board and this 
information is processed separately from the application.  Completion of this section is entirely voluntary and remains confidential. 

 Male  Female  Asian American 
 African American  European American  Native American 
 Hispanic/Chicano/Latino  Other:  Disability:   *Type:  

*This information is used to ensure there is reasonable accommodation and representation on advisory boards.

Is your age over 40?     Yes    No 

Lane County does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, 
disability, or age in employment or in admission, treatment, or participation in its programs, services, and 
activities. 

Signature of Applicant _________________________________________  Date: __________________________ 

Except as noted above, all information provided as part of this application is a public record subject to disclosure. 

Please Return to: Lane County Deeds and Records 
Public Service Building 
125 East 8th Avenue 
Eugene, OR  97401 

NOTE: If you are not selected at this time, your application will be kept on file for 12 months from the date it 
was received and will be reconsidered as vacancies occur. 

*The Board of Commissioners has adopted the following policy on reappointments:
a. Members of County advisory groups will serve a maximum of two consecutive terms when term

lengths are three or more years in length. 
b. The deadline for incumbent applications will be the same as the deadline for new applications.

* Unless waived by the Board.

Wihtol
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BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LANE COUNTY, OREGON 

ORDER NO:  22-10-11-02 IN THE MATTER OF APPOINTING TWO 
POOLS OF BOARD MEMBERS WHO MAY 
BE SELECTED BY THE COUNTY CLERK 
TO SIT ON THE BOARD OF PROPERTY 
TAX APPEALS 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners shall appoint one pool of non-office holding 
resident members representing the Board of Commissioners to act as Chair for any Board of 
Property Tax Appeals, and one pool of non-office holding residents of the county who are not 
employees of the county or any taxing district within the county as prescribed by ORS chapter 
309 ; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners having fully considered this matter, and upon 
review by Commissioner Pat Farr, liaison to the Board of Property Tax Appeals; and 

WHEREAS, appointment of the pools for the Board of Property Tax Appeals is mandated 
by ORS chapter 309; and 

WHEREAS, the newly filed pool of appointees shall become effective upon approval of 
this Board Order; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of County Commissioners of Lane County ORDERS as 
follows:  that the following named individuals be appointed to serve as members of the 2022-2023 
Board of Property Tax Appeals for a term pursuant to ORS 309.020; and that this Order shall be 
entered in the records of the Board of County Commissioners of Lane County. 

1. Chair Pool – Pool of non-office holding residents representing the Board of County
Commissioners:

a. Neal Forrester Term ends June 30, 2023 
b. Bruce Mackey Term ends June 30, 2023 
c. Michael Ponichtera Term ends June 30, 2023
d. Christian Wihtol Term ends June 30, 2023 

2. Member Pool – Pool of non-office holding resident members:

a. Neal Forrester Term ends June 30, 2023 
b. Bruce Mackey Term ends June 30, 2023 
c. Michael Ponichtera Term ends June 30, 2023
d. Christian Wihtol Term ends June 30, 2023 

ADOPTED this 11th day of October, 2022. 

____________________________________ 
Pat Farr, Chair 
Lane County Board of Commissioners 
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